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READER A 
Chriſtian Reader, 
Hat thou art here preſinted with, is 6 part 7 
the plow, 2 le Labours of that faith-. 
ful Embaſſador of Chriſ Mr. URIAN 
OAKES: who having ſerved his genera- 
tion by the will of God, in the Goſpel of His 
willing to exchange this for 4 better World, did 
in bu I e, let fall, & (u ſamtime Elijah his mantle) 
leave behind him this, with other uſeful Fruits of his well. fadied, 
& elehorate Meditations: By which, and an amiable, exemplary, 
8 well. ordered, chriftian Converſation, he being dead, 
et ſpeaketh. | | 
2 Ls be « ſin, & ſhame to ſuch as knew, & had opportunity 10 en- 
joy bim, to forget how great 4 price we had in our hands, while for a 
few years, we were permitted by Him, who walking amidſt the gol- 
den Candleſticts, holds the Stars in His right hand, to have the 
heat, & help 7 ſo burning, & ſbinning 4 Light: Alike blamewor- 
thy ſhall we be, and guilty of 4 greatly-provoking Evil, if we 
mind not how much we have loſt, & are tremendowly weakened by 
the fall of ſo principal a Pillar; and what cauſe we have tolament, 
that by an immature, & ( 45 to us) 4100 too early Death, & di ſſolu- 
tion, ſo bright- ſhining 4 Star is now no more viſible, being remo- 
ved & taken up to ſhine in a higher Orb, It is doubtleſs a ſad O- 
men, & preſage of a near approaching Night of blackneſs, & dark- 
neſs, when our heavenly Father calls to pat His children to bed. The 
removing & raking away of Shepherds, & principal Men f10m 4 
People, what is it, but a caſting down their Pillars, a placking ep 
their Stakes, a bereaving them of their Chariots & Horſemen, & 
leaving them without their Defence & Strength. Let not an un- 
affected, ſenſeleſ ftupidity under late dreadful Di ſpenſation, ef 
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Idle 
aprovoked God, give occaſion . * 42 4inff un . ſad Com- 
per 


Plain II. 57. 1. The g hebo | th, i noh layeth 
it to heart: an f mertiful men I er 29 of Gonlineſt) are taken 
away, none conſi lering <7. Surely, from the goiag away of. 
ſuch, ſurvivers may conclude that Evil is coming. Let Noah be 
foo insb Art: Lot eme and -cralomcchier lmarted Jo- 
frat lar ſteep in h beitof diff ni the appointed eitecutioher s 
FG dire fel diſpleafure, Slememts & Hutu ies, ſhall immaui- 
athy fer pon & aſſault to thiiy con fo ſios, 4 Pevple ripe for mine. 
Os ib wo wee wiſe to lay ro hears N onſider 

The ani h, & rave am mms of the( now ieſ- 
ſad ) &, nont bat ſuch 5 t Him nyt, or en vied Him, can, 
or will deny, The rare Beanies, & Sweets of Narare, Learwiny, 
ani Grace which the Great God hid en dow ed, & adorned Him 
whb; were ſuch,& fo attratFrve, that nothing but wnucquainrance 
diſengenuity, & prejudice could ſecure from being captroated, und 
hild feft in the pleaſant bonds of L1ve, & Delight Hud all the 
Art, and Grate Flewas filled. & furniſhed with, been tannell up 
intd an ill-{emttd Cast, tainted with FHanghtinefs, Pecviſhneſs, & 
Faxivgyj their Flavour, and delightful Sweeeneſ5 would have bern 
loft ts 4 nauſtous.unpleaſanty.. He was tomy ſelf, [ cannot 
wit hunt renew ing my grief, expreſs; . Onely I ſhall ſay, He was 
( what's rare, & bird to be foundiin this lower World) a delight 
fel, loving, profitable, faſt & faithful Friend: Being gone, I cannot 
forbear following with David's Elegis, & Complaiot for his belouv- 
e Jonathan; I am diſtreſſed for thee my dear Brother, very 

leaſant haſt thou been unto me: but, The Lordifverb, & bleſſed 

enn Rock; and let the God of my Salvation be exalted. Amen. 

The deſigne of this Sermon, as left by the . Author written with - 
hu #wn Hand, now Publiſhed in Print, is to vindicate the Glory 
if the bleſſed God in His All-raling, Wonder-working Providence 
as ſoveraignly diſpoſing the. Iffwes,; & EV nt of; all humrene 
Coanſels, & Affairs. The moſt High doth tb fi Se, (a to + 
Hu Declarative Glory ) even from Hi deareſt & be: Ser uants: 
For they be clegged. & cumbertd with the troub. ume remain ers 
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To | e Reader, 


of Tenorance, Atheiſme, Unbelief, Carnal Reaſon, ce. While . 


we are too intent in gazing upon the Living Creatures, and the 
dreadful Wheels, ( which by their ſwift, and whirling Motion do 
oft raiſe a Cloud of duſt ) we ſoon loſe the ſight of Him Who ſits a- 
bove upon the I hrone, overruling, and Working all things accor- 
ding to the Counſel of his own ill. We are apt to be too fearful, 
— diftiruſtful in our Entrance upon; and too forgetful of God in 
the Iſſues of great and doubtful. Aſſairsʒ quicker of ſight to diſco- 


ver an hoſt of Aramites, than to diſcern an Army of Angels, lite 
him 2 Kings, 6. 15, 16, 17. and more ready to give too much to 


Creatures, than to aſcribe unto God His due Judg. 7.2 — 6. 


Prevention of, and belp ag1inft Evils, ſo prejudicial to aur ſelves - 


and dilhonourable 10 God, was the aim of the Author in this en- 
ſuing ſeaſonable, and ſerious Diſcourſe; worthy to be peruſed 


ul 


unte whoſe hands it may come: The Face of Affaires, in the Times - 


now e over our beads, is ſuch, and ſo agreeable to what 
TRYT H Himſelſe ſeretold Luke, 31. 25, 26. 4s proves it (be- 
901d diſpute ) needful to be peruſed, prayed vver, and improved, 
unto a _— to our. ſelues Comfort; and to the bleſſed God His 
_ ve Glory. That it may be ſo, is the wnfeigned wiſh of him 
Who 1 


Thune is the: Lord Jeſu + 


%. 


JOAN SHERMAN.. 
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ECCLESIASTES, IX. XI. 


© b 
I returned, and ſaw under the Sun, that the Race i not to the 
Swift, nor the Battel to the Strong, neither yet Bread to the Wiſe, . 
nor yet Riches to Men of 7/nderſtanding, nor yet Favour to Men 
of Skill, but TIME,&CH ANCE happeneth to them all 


== His Book of Eccleſiaſtes is generally, and proba- 
„ bly conceived to be a Penitential Diſcource of, 
; FSolomon,in his old Age, for the Satiſfaction of 
\ the Church and People of God concerning his 
own Repentance; and for their. Inſtruction & 
Direction, how to enjoy the beſt good of the Things of this 
world, and yet not to make them — Beß Good, but eſtimate 
them as Vanity in this reſpe&, and to ſteer, direct Courſe to- 
wards that which is the laſt End of Man; the Glory of God & 
Fruiton of Him, in the way of Fearing ,God, and Keeping bis 
Commandments. As David after bis great Fall Penned his 
Penitential Pſalm ( the 51. Pſalm) So it is rationally conjectu- 
red that Solomon, his Son, being at laſt throughly awakened 
out of his Senſuality, Security, and Idolatrous. Courſes, or 
Connivences and Tolerations, by thoſe great Adverſaries, 
Fladad, Rezon, and Jeroboam (of whom you read 1 King. 11. 
14. &c.) that God ſtirred up againſt Him, Penned this Book : 
of Eccleſiaſtes, and left it (according to the Counſell of God) 
for a ſtanding Monument of his publick Confeſſion of, and 
hearty Repentance for all his Errors, and Miſcarriages. The 
eneral Scope of this Book, is to ſhew us wherein the Chief 
Good of Man doth confiſt; which was. the great Inquiry of the 
Philoſophers of old; about which they had endleſs Opinions 
and Diſcourſes, and could never hit the mark, nor _— 
2 tho- 


* 


N 


. (2) 

deen Bak Bes＋ Becailetheninanted he Intl. ani 
Direction of the Wofd and Spirit of God. Solomon plainly 
tells us, that the Happineſß of Man conſiſts in the Fear, & Fa- 
vour, and Fruition of God: and not in the Enjoyment of the 
Honours, Profits, or Pleaſures of this World; or any good 
Thing ander the Sun. Andbecauſe man, having by the Fall 
loſt God, is turned away to the Creature; & as it is originally 
inlaid in his nature to deſire Happineſs, ſo it is the Bent and In 
clination of his corrupt nature to purſue it and ſeck for it in 
the Creature, and good Thingsof this Life: therefore He is 
very Large & Elaborate in diſcourſing the Vanity of all =. 
Things, and their Tnſufficiency to make a man Heſſed, or t 

take any real contribution towards the eſſential Happineſs of 
Man, being never made to be the Chief Good of Man, nor 
1 and ſuited to the condition of the Soul of Man, 

being made ſubject to Vanſty, the greateſt Vanity! as the 

were tnade for Man and put into his Covenant, and ſo fell 
with Him under the Curſe, upon his Apoſtafy from God. 
The large Experience this Wiſe Man had of created Things, 
the many Proofs and Experiments, and curious critical Enqui 
ries He had made into the Nature, and Uſe of fabtanary, or 
ſubſolary Enjoyments, together with the Infallible Conduct 
of the Spirit of God, advantaged Him to diſcourſe feelingly, 
and accurately, as well as largely from point to point concer- 
ning the _ of all things under the Sun. A great 
part of the Book is ſpent on this Subject. Among other Vani- 
ties that fall under his obſer vation, this was One and none of 
the Leaſt, that men of greateſt Sufficiency in any Coutſe, or 
Kind, meet with many une xpected Diſappoimments in their 
Undertakings. This He declareth in the words of my Text. 
Concerning the ferrling the Connexion of theſe words, Ex- 
poſitors are not at perfect agreement _—_— themſelves, 
Some apprehend this to be an Argument of the "Epicurean, 
whereby they would demonſtrate that all Things in the world 
ate rolled up and down, tumbled and toſs d by meer 
Chance, 


(3) 

Chance, and fall out as it may happen, uncertainly and fortu- 
itouſly: Becauſe the Race i not to the Swift, nor the Battel to the 
Strong 8c. but the Ableſt men are often croſs'd in their De- 
ſigus, and defeated of their Ends and Hopes by theſe & thoſe 
Intervening Accidents. Hence they deny the wiſe, overru- 
ling, all-diſpoſifigPrevidence of God; and make I know not 
what Imaginary blind Fortune the predominant Deity in the 
World.. But there ſeems to be no neceſſity of fixing upon ſuch 
an Expoſition and accomodation of the words, conſidering 
that they may well admit of a better, and more ſavoury Con- 
ſtruction. Others think that Solomon hath reſpe here to what 
He haddiſcourſed before, concerning the unſearchable & un- 
controllable Providence of God, Chap. 8, 16, 17. & Chap. 9. 
1,3. And whereas He had ſaid there, that the Righteous, and 
the N iſe & their Works are inthe Hand of God, He now ſhews 
the Truth of that Aſſertion by an Induction of Particulars. 
Others conceive it is a CorreQion of that Precept . 7, 8, 9. 
of this Chapter, concerning the Leading a pleaſant, & merry 
Life in the free, and comfortable Uſe of outward Bleſſings; 
which is here cautioned, and corrected by this Conſideration, 
that there is a great Uncertainty of Events, nor do things al- 
wayes Succeed according to a Rational ExpeRation: which 
renders it apparent that no man is ſecure of the Perpetuity 
of his earthly Felicity, or aſſured of the enjoyment of theſe 
Comforts, and of an even courſe of Proſpetity, without ma 
-ny troubleſome Rubbs, and Diſappointments. Others 
judge He hath reſpect to the words immediately preceding 
V. 10. where He adviſeth us to do what we have te do, with 
all our might, whileſt Life, and working Time continues. 
Vid. Voet. Select — Theol. Par. 4. P. 739. And leſt a- 
ny one ſhould there fore preſume upon a neceſſity that all 
Things ſhould ſucceed unto him according to his Abilities, 
and endeavours, He ſubjoins this ſeaſonable Admonition, 
That we ſhould not truſt to our own Sufficiency, and Indu- 
ſtry in the management of any to which there 1 no 

ure 
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fore £ntait of Sueceſs; but depend upon, and attribute all te 
the gracious Concurrence, free Favour, and Bleſſing of God. 
But what ever may be con jectured about the connexion of the 
words; evident it is, that Solomon here acquaints us with a 
great Vanity under the Sun, which He had before intimated, 
when He ſaid, Al things are althe to all, & There is one. Fivent 
to the Righteous, & tothe Wicked, the Good and the Bad, and 
here amplifies, and adds, that ſwift, and flow; ſtrong, and we ik 
wiſe, and feoliſh have many times like ſucceſs; and men ot the 
reateſt ſufficiency, as well as others, are often diſappointed. 
his Solomon returned and ſaw under the Sun, that is, when 
He took a view of the frame, and poſture, and condition of 
Humane Affairs, among other vanities which He turned his 
eyes upon, this was one over and above the reſt, a moſt un- 
expected vanity, which He conſidered over and over, That 
Events do not alwayes anſwer the abilities, and endeayours of 
men, and ſucceed according to their Expectations. The Va- 
nity which Solomon diſcovered, and conſideted, and here ac- 
quaints us with, is, that it is not in the power of the ableſt 
men, or beſt accompliſhed for Action, to effect their Deſigns, 
or praſtare Eventam, ſecure, and warrant the Event & ſucceſs 
of theit Undertakings: And this is, 1. Argued, & proved 
by the Induction of five Inſtances in particular, to which ma- 
ny more may by parity of Reaſon be added. The Race « not 
forthe Swift. It is not in the power of the ſwifteſt Footman al- 
wayes to evade danger, or win the Prize by Running. Nor is 
dhe Battel to the Strong. The Victory is not determined, or the 
decifion of the warre made al wayes on the fide of the ſtrongeſt 
and valianteſt men. Nor yet Bread to the Wiſe. Many wile men 
are not able to ger their Bread, or Livelihood in the World. 
Nor Riches to men of Dnderſtanding. Many underſtanding 
men have not any ſucceſs in their endeavours to gather Riches . 

and get Eſtates. Nor Favour to men of Skill. M iny times the 
moſt Skillful Artiſts, and Artificers, and the beſt Accompli- 
ſhed Perſons find little Favour and Acceptation among _ | 
WOW. 
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| TY 59 
how deſerving, and 5 ſoever they be? 2. Iluſtrated 
by the Antitbeſis of a diſſerent, and the true Cauſe of the De- 
termination of Succeſses and Events, fignified in thoſe words, 
But Time and Chance happeneth to them al. By which we are 
not to underſtand that the Determination of Events is redu- 
cad and referred to meer Chance & Fortune, as the Fpicureay 
Philoſophers imagined: but that the Counſel and Providence 
ol God diſpoſes and orders out all Succeſſes, or Fruſtrations 
of Second Caũſes, caſting in ſometimes ſuch une xpected Im- 
pediments and Obſtructions, as defeat the Labours and hopes 
of men of greateſt Sufficiency; which though they ſeem whol- 
ly caſual and fortuitous Emergencies ( and ate ſo indeed unto 
men themſelves ) yet they are governed by the ſecret Counſel 
and effectual Providence of God, The Summe is, that no 
man, how accompliſn d ſoever, is Maſter of Events, or abſo- 
lute Determiner of the Iſſues of his own Actings and Endea- 
vours: but the ſoveraign Counſel and the Providence of God 
orders TIME and CHANCE to be an eſſectual Furtherance, 
or Hindrance of the Deſigns of all men, as ſeems good in His 
fight. The Obſervation is | 

DoR. That the ee and Events of Undertakings and Af 
fairs are not determined infallibly by the greateſt Sufficienc y of 
Men, or Second Cauſes, but by the Counſel and Providence of God 
ordering and governing Time and Chance according 10 his own 
good * 

I have endeavoured to comprize and graſp the ſubſtance of 
Solomon's Intendment, in this Doctrinal Concluſion: and ſhall 
explicate and demonſtrate the Truth of it ¶ as God ſhall help) 
inthe following Propoſitions. 

Prop. 1. Second Cauſes may have a ſufficiency in their Kind, 
to produce theſe and thoſe Effects. an bility, a congruous di- 
ſpolicion, or an aptneis, yea a kind of luſficiency in order to 
the putting forth this and that Act, and the giving - Exiſtence 
to thele and thoſe Eſſt cts: not indeed an abſolute and univer- 
ſal Sutficiency ( which can be atficmed of none but Him that 
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e HRS 
s Allſufficient and Omnipotent ) but a limited ſufficiency, or 
a ſufficiescy in their ind, and order: The Sun, to ſhines the 
Fire, to bn that which is combuſtible; the Rational Creature 
to act or eſſect this or that in a way of counſel, and with freedom 
of will, the Swift, to run; the ſtrong and yaliant, and well-in- 
ſtructed Souldier, to f2ht well; the wife man, to get his bread 
to gather riches, to gain acceptance among thoſe with whom he 
hath to do. This is no more than to ſay, that created Agents 
and Second Cauſes, may have the active power and virtue of 
cauſes, all that is requiſite on their parts in orde 1 to the pro- 
duction of their peculiar and appropriate Effects, all that ſuffi- 
ciency that dependent 0 and ſecond Cauſes are capable of. 
And indeed it belongs to the Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
God to furniſh his Creatures with ſufficient Ability for the op- 
perations and effects He hath made them for: and ſo He did at 
ff, when He made every thing good in its Kind; and what- 
ever Defect᷑ there is nom in this reſpect, it is the fruit & puniſh- 
ment of Sin. Though God is «ble to give Being to things in 
an immediate way, yet it is his pleaſore in the courie of his 
Providence to uſe Means, and to produce many things by the 
mediation and Agency of ſecond Cauſes, and ſo gives cauſal 
virtue and ability to theſe andthoſe things in order to the pro. 
ducing of fuck and ſuch Effects. It is a good obſervation, that 
the Lord i pleafed; not tlirough any defect of power in Himſelf 
but out of the abundance of his goodneſs to communiec ite cauſal 
28 and virtue to his Creatures, & to honour them with that 
ignity that they may be his Inſtruments, by which He will 
produce theſe and thoſe Eſects: whereby He takes hem, as 
it were, into partnerſhip & fellowſhip with Himſelf in the way 
of his providential Efficiency, that they may be der. workers 
to, yea Co- vorkers with Himſelf. Hence He gives them an a- 
ptitude and ſufficiency in theit ind in order to their re ſpective 
operations and effects: though ſome have a greater aptitude & 
ſufficiency than others. But. without ſome degree of ſuch ſoff- 
ciancy, nothing can deſerve the name of a Carſez the a of 
tnc 
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kings do ordinarily depend in ſome reſpecfi upon the Sufficieney of 
Second Cauſes- * — 
. I do not ſay in the Obſervation; nor is it the meaning of T6: 
lomon, that Succeſſes and Events of Airs. and e 
do not depend at all in an ordinary courſe, on the ſufficicpc 
of Second Cauſes. For this were to deny and deſttoy their 
cauſality, and to make notlung of their e Harne ne gau 
ſes have their peculiar Influence into their if 's, and con 
tribute ſomething to their Exiſtence: and to aſſert the contra- 
ry, were to ſay that Cauſes are no Cauſes, and to ſpeak a flat 
Contrad ion. This would be to ſuppoſe that the Lofd hach 
ſer up an Order and cqurle in Nature, in vain ; arid given to 
Second Cauſes ,a ute seno in their Kind, for Aion, "to no 
urpoſe, and to deny the ordinary Providence of God, which 
is that whereby the Lord obſerves the Order which Hz hath 
ſet, and that courſe of Nature which is originally of bis own 
Appoivtmear, whereby one thing depends upoti, And receive 
Being from another. Though the Lord js pleaſed ſometimes 
n great and important Occaſions, to feave the ordinary. 
Road of Providence, and act beyond and above the uſual, ſta- 
ted courſe of Things; and not to concutre with, and ſhine up- 
on the cndcavours. of èreated Agents, fo as te crown them 
with that ſiicceſs which according to an ordinary coùtſe ot 
Providence, might be rationally expected yet it is not to, be 
imagined, that He ſhould e di pence with the coutſe, 
and methods of his ordinary Providence: For why then Thould 


* 


i be called ordinary? God who is the Lord of Hoſts, the great 
Leader Commander & Ruler of Nature, not only permits, 
but alſo eſſectuallj commands and cauſes his whole Militia, or- 
dinarily, to oye and act according to their Natures and natu- 
ral Properties reſpectively, without Countermending them, or 

UBT e vr Reg TOs. 


turning them out of their way, Fot ( as I remember One 
agnes) He will not ſhew ſuch « diſlike to his own workman- 
ſhip, as ordinarily to croſs the Order, and alter the courſe He 
hath ſet in the World, Therefore the meaning of the Text is 
not, that Swiftneſf conduces nothing to the winning of the Race, 
or Strength, to the winning of the Bartel; or Wiſdew & Tin der- 
Pardivg, to the getting of Bread ind Riches, or Prudence, Art, 
or Still, to the getting of the Favour and good will of Princes, 
or People: nor, that the Race is never to the Swift, or the Bat- 
fel never to the Strong; no nor yet, that the Race is not more 
ere to the Swift, and the Fatrel aſualiy to the Strong, &c. 
Forthe Lord doth moſt ordinarily award Jucreß unto cauſes of 

reateſt Sufficiency, rather than Diſappointment & Defeatment. 

therwiſe, it would be a very hearileſs, if not a feoliſhThing (in 
he eye of Reaſon) to #ſe meant, or to think to get the Race by 
e or Bread by Labour and Diligence, or Favour by 


dextertus & prodent Beba vier; or Learning, by Study and In- 


do[try; or to winthe Battel by good Conduct, and Couragr, and 
wambers of men. Yea then Wiſdom would not be better than 


nor vent 5 de ſirable than Meatneßʒ nor Diligence 


F 


zore beneficial & 20 llabſe than 7Mieefs, and firting ſtil. This 
a | Feldene a et ues and Events of Un ertaking 
do in ſomt reſpect, ordinarilj, depend upon the Sufficiency of Se- 
e eee the greateſt probability of Succeſs 

Accor, ng to an ordinary providence, and in the eye of Ret- 
) 


on.) is ordinarily on the fide of Cauſes that are moſt ſufficient 


in their kind of Efficiency. - 

Prop. 3. Second Cauſes, though of greateft Sufficiency in thelr 
kind, 4ve not tht rertlia fo of $ eſſes, & Events in 
the own Hardi; but may 1 e & ee * 

Though the Succeſfes and Events of Undettakings ordinz- 
rily depend upon the ſufficiency, of Second Cauſes, yet they 
are not infallibly deterinined lereby. Created A gents have 
not Events in their ow] Hands, but may be diſappointed: ney 
cannot warrant the Events of the ir Underrakings, or Succe - 
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of their Counſels and Endeavours; but may be defeated. « 
their Hopes and Expectations. Thus no man bath;the ahſo- 
lute command of the Iſſue & ſucceſs of his own Undertakiogs., 
He may be ſure of this or that Event, if the Lord Promiſe it to 
him, or Reveal it to be His Pliaſure to give ſuch Succeſs to 


ſuch Endeavours: but he cannot be ſlecured of it from, or by | 


any Sufficiency of his own. He may, as a wiſe man, foreſee : 
ſay, what in an ordinary courſe of Providence is rationally t 


be expected; but cannot warrant the Succeſs of his Maderta- 


kings, or cary out what Event he. pleaſes, to himſelf, His Pru- 
dence, and Providence, and Diligence, and S»fficiency for A- 
ction, cannot aſſure him of the Evem, or determin the Succeſs 
on his ſide, And there is that Demonſtration of it, that crea- 
ted Agents of the the greateſt Suſficiency, are ſometimes diſap- 
pointed. Two Things I would (ay here, 


1. Agents ofgreateit Suſficiency are ſubject to Diſeppeintmuas 


as well) Agents of leſs ſufficiency. The Ableſt Men in any 
kind may miſs of the Succeſs they expect, as well as weaker 
men. . That Men of great Su ciency in this or that way, may 
be defeated of their Ends and Hopes, Solowen from his own 


o 
gb * 


Experience, aſſures us, in the Text: and who js it that upon his - 
own obſervation cannot ſer his Seal to what He aſſerts? He 


ives five Inſtances. 1. Ihe Race i wot 10the Swift: not pro- 
able, or ſucce ſsful to him always; but ſoinetimes pernicious, 

& deſtructive. Many agood Runner runs Himſelf into miſ- 
chief and Ruine. Thus Aſabel, that is ſaid to be as light of ſot 
as a wild Roe, ran after Abner ſo faſt, that he loſt, his Life. in 
that overhaſty purſuit. 2 Sam. 2. 18 — 23, There are Times 
when men that are ſwift would run from dagger, and cannot: 


they have neither power to run, nor ſucceſs in- attempting it. 


Jer. 46,6. Sometimes the Flight periſheth from the Swift, and 
he that is ſwift of foot, or that rideth the Horſe, though it be 
at full ſpeed, cannot deliver himſelf, Amos 2. 14, 15. It is not 


abſolutely in the power of the ſwifteſt man to eſcape danger, 


36. 


* 
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as well ( I do not ſay, as much, or as ordinarily and often, but 
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or win the prize by Running. 2. Tze Battel & nit to the 
Strong. There is in Bells Alea, the Chance of Warre, as they 
uſe to ſpeak. There is, 8s it were, a kind of Lottery, a great 
Uncertainty in Warre. Grear Armies are ſometimes defcated 
by ſmall and inconſiderable Forces; the great Hoſt of Midian, 

Gideon's three hundred men; the Garriſon of the Philiſtines 

by Jonathan, and his Armour-Bearcr, - This hath been often 
obſerved in the World. Sometimes ſtrong and valiant Men 
are overthrown by thoſe that are in ſtrength farre inferiour to 
them; great Goliab, by little David. Well might David ſay, as 
Tſal. 33. 16, 17. There is no King ſaved ly the multitude of an 
hoſt: a' mighty man i not delivered by unch flrength. An Horſe is 
4 vain thing for ſafety: neither ſhall he-deliver any by his great 
frength, There are Times, when the mighty Ones are beaten 
down, Jcr. 46. 5. & The mighty cannot deliver himſelf, or the 
ffrong flrengi hen himſelf, bat the conragious among the mighty is 
put ro flight, Amos 2 14, 16. Sometimes the ſtrong melt like 
water at approaching danger, and the ſtouthearted are (po.led 
and ſleep their ſleep, and the men of might cannot find their 
hands, to make the leaſt Defence, or Reſiſtance, Pſal. 76. 5. 
J. Breil is nortotht Wife, Wile men are not able to get 
their Livelihood, but have much adoe to make a ſhift to get 2 
Þirc Subfiſtence in the worldy and, it may be, are forc'd to 
beg for it, or be be holding to the Charity of others. There 
have been ſtrange Inſtances ot very wiſe, and worthy Perſons, 
that have been reduced to ſuch a Condition. Some of you 
know the fumous Story, Date Obelum, or (as others have it) 
Panem Beliſario. David was put to beg his Bread of Nabal, 1. 
Sam. 25. & Pau was often in Hunger and Thirſt, 2 Cor, 11. 27. 
4, Rivhts are wot to men of 7nderſtending. Sometimes in- 
deed; wtſe men ger Eſtates and gather Riches; and one would 
think they ſhould be beſt accompliſn d for it: and yet it ſo falls 
out, thiat ſome underſtanding Men cannot thrive in the World 
and grow rich, notwichſtandiog all their Endeavours, So it 
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is, that many men of great Underſtanding and rational Fore- 
caſtings and —— to gather weak, though they iy 
out their Parts and their Hearts this way, and Would he rich, 
yet they cannotz but are ſtrangely defeated. You read of the 
poor wile man, Fecleſ. 9,15, Many men of great Underftan- 
dings are too wiſe, and of too great Spirits to Jabeur' after 
wealthz or if they do, their deſigns are unſucceſsful. 5. Fa- 
vour i not to men of Still. Many very wiſe, and knowing, & 
skillful men, and experienced in Affairs, and prudent àlſo in 
their Deportment, yet cannot get, or keep the Favour of Prin- 
ces or People. Some Expoſitors on the Place, inſtance in Jo- 
feph, that was envied, and hated, and ſold by his Brethren, & 
alſo loſt the favour of Potip har (though He managed the Af- 
fairs of his Houſe prudently and proſperouſly, and deſerved 
well at his Hands) and was caſt into Priſon by him. David, 
that was hated and perſecuted by Saul; Daniel, that was caſt 
into the Lions Den, though an excellent Spirit was found in 
Him, and 2 Prudence and Faithfulneſs in managing the 
Afairs of the Empire; and before that, thorvgh He had been 
in great Favour and Eſteem in Nebuchadneꝛ ars time, yet af- 
tetwards in the Reign of Be/ſhazzer, He lived obſcure, and as 
it were buried at Court, as Mr. Cartwright gathers from Dan. 
5. 1, 12, 13. Many wiſe, and learned, and Ingenious Men 
cannot get the Favour of men, or keep it, when they have. The 
poor wile man delivered the City, and yet no man remembred 
that ſame poor man, Eccl. 9. 15. Beliſaris ( whom menti- 
oned before ) was a moſt prudent, experienced, faithful Ge- 
neral under the Emperour Juſtinian, that had won Him many 
Bartels, reduced many Cities & Countryes to his Obedience 
and approved Himlſelt for a moſt loyal, and worthy Subject, 
& yet after all his Services, even in fhat Emperor Tic was 
through Envy, falſely accuſed, for ought appears by the Stol 
ry, had his Eyes pur out, and was forced to Rand daily in the 
_— of Sophia, where He held out his wooden Gi, beg- 
ging his Bread, and uſeing thoſe words, Give ii linle Bread ro 
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; iy, whom bis Virtue & Valonr bath raiſed, aud Ewvy de- 

refſed,'& caſt down gain. Other Scripture Teſtimonies and 

nſtances, beſides theſe in the Text; might be produced, if it 
were needtul. But every obſerving man's experience may fur- 
niſh him with Demonſtrations of this Truth, That Agents of 
greateſt Sufficiency among men are ſubj ect to Diſappointments, as 
well as theſe of lf. Sufficiency. Again, 

2, Agents of little, or no Sufficiency, ſucceed ſometimes in their 
Undertakings, when theſe of greater Sufficiency, miſcarry & meet 
with Diſappointment. There is many times one Event to both 
as Solomon (peaks Eccl. g. 2. when the ableſt Agents are fruſ- 
trated, as well as the weakeſt: and there is ſometimes a better 
Event to weaker Agents, & Inſtruinents; they proſper in their 
way, when abler men are diſappointed. The Race is ſometimes 
tothe Slow, and the Swift loſe the Prize. I he Battel is ſome- 
times to the Weakz and the Strong are put to flight: as we 
have many Inſtances both in Scripture and common Hiſtory. 
Weak and ſimple people have bread cnough ſometimes, when 
wiſe men are in want of their daily bread. Nabal had good 
fore, when David was hard put to it. Men of ſhallow heads 
grow rich and get great Eſtates, when men of underſtanding 
can thrive at no Hand. Solomes tells us of the poor wile 
man; and our Saviour in that Parable, Zuk. 12. 16, 20. tells 
us of a rich Fool. It is ordinarily ſeen in the World, that the 
thriving men in Eſtates, are none of the moſt underſtanding & 
judicious, . Many a man hath this world- crafr, that yet is a 
man of no deep or ſolid Underſtanding. So, many weak, 
worthleſs, ignorant, empty Perſons find Favour with Princes 
and Pcople: when men of Skill, & Learning, & great worth 
are neglected and deſpiſed. This is an Evil under the Sun, & 
an Error that proceeds from the Ruler, a great miſcarriage in 
Government, that Folly is ſet in great dignity (Fools are fa- 
voured and advanced) and the Rich, i. e men of rich Endow - 
ments for Wiſdom and Piety, fit in low place, i. e. abe depre ſ- 
bed and diſcouncenanced: ger nenn unt apes Zmrſes, men of 

poor 


poor ſervile Spirits and Conditions, are ſet up and honoured, 
and Princes, i. e. men of great worth, walking as Servants ap- 
ou the Earth, Eccl. 10. 3, 6, 7. So that it appeares plainly, that 
Succeſs doth not alwayes wait upon the Counſels and Actions 
of Perſons of great Sufficiency; but they may ſuffer Diſap- 
pointment, when others are proſperous: Which de monſtrates 
that the Iſſues and Events of Undettakings and Aſſairs are not 
determined infallibly by the Qualifications & accompliſhments 
of created Agents, and Second Cauſes. 

Prop. 4. The Defeat & Diſappointment of 7 no of great Suf- 
ficiency in their kind, is fromthe Hapning of Time & Chance 
unto them. | oy 8 

Some read it (and the Original will bear it) becauſe; or for 
Time and Chance happeneth to them all. For Explication. 

1. By Time, underſtand not barely the Duration, or ſpate of 
Time, which hath no ſuch determining Influence into humane 
Affairs. But Time ſo & ſo Circumſtanced. Time is ſometimes 
as much as a ſpecial Staſin or Opportunity, when there is 3 cyn-· 
currence of Helps, means, and advantages fot the furthering 
the Deſigns and undertakings of men. By Time ſometinies, 
we are to underſtand fuch a Niet, or Mr of time, where- 
in there is a coincidence of Difficulrics, difadyantages, & hin- 
drances to the effecting of any Buſineſ. And this ſeems the 
meaning of Solomon in the Text. An adverſe or evil Time, Ec, 
9. 12. Sometimes the Times favour the Enterprizes of men; 
Somerimes they frown upon them.] At one time, wiſe and 
good men ſtand up for the Defence of their Country and Li- 
berties thereof, and proſper in it; the Times favour them, 
there is a concurrence of all manner of Furtherarices and advan 
tages: at another time, they may endeavour it, and the Times 
frown upon them, the Spirit and Humour of rhe People is de- 
generated; and rhey (wim againſt the ſtream, & are loft in the 
Attempt. And we ſay, Such a Man was worthy of better Times, 
had been a brave man, if He had lived in better Times, his 
worth had been more known and prized, and He would _ 
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had better ſucceſs. So when the Time of Judgment upon a 
People, is come, then wrath ariſeth againſt them without re- 


Prop. 5. Time andChance which happens to men in the way 7 
d 
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God is the Lord of Time, and Orderet, and Governour of all 
Contingences. Time and Chance that further or hinder the 
Deſigns of men, are under the Rule and Management of the 
Lord. His Counſel ſets the Times, appoints the Chances; His 
Providence diſpenſes the Times, and frames the Chances, that 
befall men, The Lord hath in his own power the Diſpenſati- 
on of Times, Eph. 1. 10. The Times and Seaſons He baih put in 
his own power, Act. 1.7. He hath ſuch a Dominion over the 
Times, that He changeth Times and Seaſons, according to his 
own pleaſure. Dan. 2. 21. My 7imes(aith David, Pl. 31. 15. 
are inthy Hands, He means the ſtate and condition of hie 
Times; his Proſperities, and Adverſities; his Succeſles, and 
Diſappointments; and univerſally, whatever ſhould befall him 
in the Times that ſhould paſs over Him. Moreover, all the 
Chances that happen to men, as the Scripture but now men- 
tioned ſnews, are in the Hand of Gd. My Times i. e. the 
Chances of my Times. No Contingency; or Emergency, or 
Accident ſo caſual, but it is ordered & governed by the Lord. 
The Arrow that was ſhot at a venture, and ſmote Ahab throw 
the joints of his Harneſs, was directed at him by the Hand of 
God. So in that caſe of Man- ſlaughter, and killing a man ca · 
ſually, as if a man be he wing Wood, and his hand fetcheth a 
ſtroke with the Axe, to cut dowu a Tree, and the head ſuippeth 
from the helve, and lighteth upon his Neighbour, that he die, 
eut. 19 5. God is (aid in that caſe, to deliver that man that is 
in, into his hand, Exod. 21. 13. God ordereth that ſad event. 
Caſualties in the World, are guided by the ſteady Hand 
the great God, 7% ( ſaith David, Pi. 16. 5.) maintaineff 
Y Lot. The Lord makes and diſpoſes the Lot, or Chance of 

; eycry man, whatever it is. He hath appointed all Times and 
Chances in his Eternal Counſel; and in Time executes accor. 
dingly, in the courſe of his Providence. 

Prop. 6. Ihe great God hath the abſolute and infallibli Deter- 
mination of the Succeſſes and Events of all the Oper ations & 7) n- 
dertakings of created Agents & Second Cauſes, in his own. Power. 

. Lis 


| 


= 


His Counſel and ſoveraign Will appoints what they ſhall be, 
and his Providence ( which is not determined by any Second 
Cauſe: but is the Determiner of them all) Executes according- 
ly. And it muſt needs be ſo, if you conſider theſe two Particu- 
lars, 

1. God is the Abſolute Firſt Cauſe, and Supre am Lord of all. 
Of Him, and to Him, and through Him are all Things, Rom. 
11. 36. Hetharunderſtands any thing of God indeed, knows 
this to be a Truth. Here we might be large; as they that are 
acquainted with the Doctrine of Creation and Providence, in 
Conſervation and Gubernation of all Things, will readily appre- 
hend: for here we might ſhew you, 1. That God is the ab- 
ſolute firſt Cauſe of all the cauſa! power and virtue that is in 
Creatures. He gives them power to act, furniſheth them with 
a Sufficiency for their Operations. He gives Swiftneſs to the 
Runner; Skill, and Strength, and Courage, to the Souldier. 

2. That He ſupports, and continues the ative power of 
the creature. He continues Swiftneſs, Wiſdom, Strength, Cou 
rage, as He pleaſeth. If He withdraw, all is gone. The 
Swift is lame, or ſlow-footed, the Srong is weak & timotous, 
the Wiſe is fooliſh and befotted, the man of Skill, is a meer 
Bungler at anything. 3. That He doth by a previous Influx' 
excite and ſtirre up, and actuate the actiye power of the Crea- 
ture, and ſer all the wheels agoing. For the moſt operative, 
active created Virtue, is not a pure A: but hath fome Potenti- 
ality mixed with ita and therefore cannot put forth it ſelf into 
Action, unleſs it be {et agoing by the fri? Canſe.' And che 
creature cannot be the abſolute ft Cauſe of any phyſical action. 
In Him we live, and move, 4@. 17. 28. Agiin. 4. That 
| He determines and applyes Second Cauſes to the Objects of 
their Actions. When they ſtand, as it were, i» Bivio, as it is 
(aid of Nebuchadnezzar, when he was marching with his Army 
He ſtood at the parting of the way, at the head of thetvowayes; to 
#ſe Divination, at doubting which way he had beſt to marehʒ 
whether to Jeruſalem, or ſome other way, Exel. A 

8. Then 


is 


Then the Lord caſts the Scale and the Lot, & determines them 
this way, and not another. He doth not only ſtir up Second 
Cauſes to act at large, and (et them agoing, and leave it to 
their own Inclination, whither they ſhall go, & what they ſhall 
do : but He leads them forth, and determines them to this, or 
that Object. 3. That He cooperates, and workes jojntly with 
Second Cauſes, in producing their Effets. As He predetermins 
Second Cauſes, ſo He concurres with them in their Operations. 
And this Predetermination, and Concurſe is ſo neceſſary; that 
there can be no real Effect produced by the Creature without it. 
And it is a Truth alſo, that when God Improves Second Cau- 
ſes for the production of any Eſſect, He fo concurres with 
them, that He deth withall moſt immediately, intimously, and 
without Dependence upon theſe Cauſes by which He acts, pro 
duce the Entity, or Eſſe of the Eſſect. If this be conſidered, it 
will appear that created Agents, are as it were, God's Inſtru - 
ments, that act as they are ated by Him; and cannot move of 
themſelves. The buſy, buſtling, proud Aſhrian was ſo, iſ. 10. 
15. G6. That al the Ataxy, Diſorder, Irregularity, moral Eil 
that is found inthe Actions of Rational Agents, is by His Permiſ- 
on. If it were not the Pleaſure of God to permit i:, no Sin 
ſhould be in the World, nor in the Actions of Men. Though 
there is no Legal Permiſſion, or allowance of it; (for the Law 
of God forbids it) yet there is a Providential Permiſſion of it. 
God could have kept it out of his World, 7. That He limits 
and ſets Bounds tothe Attions of Second C auſes : what they ſhall do; 
and how farre they ſhall proceed in this or that way, He ſet bounds 
to Satan, when he had Commiſſion to afflict Job. He limits, 
and reſtrains the Eruptions of the Wrath & Rage of the Chur- 
ches Adverſaries, P/. 76. 10. He ſets bounds to the finfull A- 
Rions of Men: He regulates and governs all the Actions of 
Second Caules, as to time, place, degrees, and all manner of 
Circumſt ances. He is not the Author: but He is the Ordryer of 
Sin it ſelf. 8. Tha He ſerves Ennſelſ. and hi own End; 2 
Second Canſes, He makes them all in all their Operations ſubs 


ſervient 
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ſervientto his own Deſigns : and that not only natural, but ra- 
tional Agents, that act by Counſel. And not only ſuch of 
them as are his profeſſed willing Servants. Many ſerve God's 
ends be ſide their Intentions, and againſt their wills. I will do 
this and that ſaith God, by the Aſſyrian, huwbert he meaneth not 
fo, II. 10. 6,7, Wicked men and Devils do God's will ag ainſt 
their own will, and beſide their Intentions. Te thougt Exil a- 
gainſt me (laith Joſeph to his Brethren , but God meant it for goed 
&c. Gen. 50. 20. God elicites what good He pleaſes out of 
the actions of his Creatures. Whatever this or that Agent 
propoſeth to himſelf, yet God alwayes attaineth His Ends. 
He ſerves Himſelſ ot the very Sins of his Creatures, and brings 
good out of them. He makes that which is not Bonwm hone- 
ſtum, to be Bonum conducibile : and though Sin is not good; 
yet, as God orders the matter, it is good, in order to many ho- 
ly Ends, that Sin ſhould be in the World, as Auſtin ob ſerves. 
9. That He uſeth means in themſelves unfit, and improves A- 
gents of themſelves inſufficie nt, to bring about his ewn Purpoſes & 
produce marveilows Efſetts, Yea, and it is as eaſy with Him to 
do any thing by weak and inſufficient, as by the ableſt & moſt 
accompliſhed Inftruments, There ib no reſtraint tothe Lord to 
Save by many, or by f.w. 1 Sam. 14. 6. It i nothing with Him 
to help, whether with many, or with them that have no power. 2 
Chron. 14. 11. Deſpicable Inſtri menis, ſcmetimes, co grear 
Things iv His Hand. 10. 7hat He renders the apteſt means 
ineſſectual, and the Vndertakings of the moſt ſufficient Agents an- 
ſucceſsful, when He pleaſes. He hath a Negative Veice up on all 
the Counſels and Endeavours, and Active Power of the Crea- 
tare. He can ſtop the Sun in its courſe, and cavſcit to with- 
draw its ſhining; He can give check to the Fire, that it ſhall not 
burn; & to the hungry Lions, that they ſhall not devour : and 
He can order it . the men of might ſhall ſe-p their ſleep, 
and not find their Hands. He can break the Ranks of the moſt 
orderly Souldiers, take away courage from the ſtouteſt hearts, 
ſend a pannick Fear into a mighty Hoſt, and defeat the 94 * 
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ſels of the wiſeſt Leaders and Conducters. He can blow upon, 
and blaſt the likelieſt Undertakings of the ableſt Men. In a 
word: the Lord being the Abſolute Firſt Cauſe, and ſupream 
Governour of all his Creatures, and all their Actions; though 
He hath ſet an Order among his Creatures, this ſhall be the 
cauſe of that effect, &c. yet He himſelf is not tied to that Or- 
der; but Interrupts the courſe of it, when He pleaſes. The 
Lord r:ſerves a Liberty to Himſelt᷑ to interpoſe, and to Um- 
pire matters of Succeſs and Event, contrary to the Law and 
common Rule of Second Cauſes. And though He ordinarily 
concurreth with Second Cauſes according to the Law given 
and Order ſet; yet ſometimes there is in his Providence a Vari- 
ation and Digreſſion. Though He hath given Creatures pow- 
er to act, and Man, to act as « Cauſe by Counſel, and hath fur- 
nithed him with active Abilities; yet He hath not made any 
Creature Maſter of Events; but reſerves the Diſpoſal of Iſſues, 
and Events to Himſelf. Herein the abſolute Soveraignty and 
Doininion of God appears. 

2. Otherwiſe, the Lord might poſſibly ſuffer real Diſappoint- 
ment, and be defeated of bis Ends in ſome Inſtances. He might 
becrols'd in his Defigns, if any of his Creatures could. doe 
what they will, without abſolute Dependence upon Him. He 
could not be ſure of his Ends, & what He defigns in che World, 
if He had not command of all Events that may further or hin- 
der them. If there were any active power in Creatures that 
He cannot controll; or any one event that is out of lis Reach, 
and abſolutely in the Creature's power, ex:mpted fiom his pro 
vide ntial Command, it would be poſſible that He night be 
de feated of his Ends, and fo far unhappy, as to his voluntary 
Flappineſs, which reſults from his having his Fleaſure dine in 
the World, and compaſſing all his Ends in the works of Crea- 
tion and Providence, God hath made ail Things, ruleth all 
Things, and manageth all Things according to the Counſel of 
his Will, in a way of ſubſerviency to Himſelt, and his own Oc- 
caſions: which He could not do univetſally and inf ruſtrab' y, 

if 


if He had not the abſolute and infalllvte Determingyion of af 
Events in his own Hand. Bus Fic Counſel ſbal ſtand, and Fe 
will do all bis _ II. 48. 10. Thus much for the Expli- 
cation, and Confirmatien of the Doctrine. 


USE I. Of Inſtruction, in theſe Particulars. 

1. We ſee what « — dependent, nothing · Craature Proud Maj 

'#: Depending abſolutely upon God for his Being, Actions, 
and the Succels of them. Men of —— Sufficiency cannot 
et their own Bread, or bring any t ing to eſſect in their own 
rength. Let their Abilities be what they will ( Swiftneſs, for 
the Race; Strengtb, for the Battel, Miſdem, for getting their 
Bread, &c.) yet they ſnall ſtand them in no ſtead without the 
concurrence and Bleſſing of God. Man faith, he will do this 
and that: but he muſt ask God leave firſt. He faith, To day 
or to morrow I will go to ſuch a place, and buy and ſell, & get 
Pe whereas he knows not what ſhall be: but it ſhall certain- 
y be as the Lord will. Tie n of man's not in himſelf, it is net 
in man that walketh to direct hi ſteps, nor perform any thing 
that he pur poſeth, without divine Concurrence, or Permiſſion. 
He hath not the Succeſs of any of his actions in his own pow- 
erz nor doth he know that any thing he doth ſhall proſper. One 
would wonder poor dependent man ſhould be ſo provd! Any 
little thing lifts him up. When the Souldier on ſuch occaſi- 
ons as theſe, is in his Bravery, in his military Garb dreſt up for 
the purpoſe, with his Bufſe Coat, his Scarfe, his rich Belt, his 
Arms, 4 good Forſe under him, O what a goodly Creature is he 
in his own Eyes! and what wonders can he do in his own con- 
ceit! and yet he hath as abſolute need of God's Aſſiſtance, if he 
go forth to Battel, as any naked, unarmed man. Hie cannot 
move a ſtep, or fetch his next breath, or bring his hand to his 
mouth, or leap over a ſtr:w, or do any thing, without help 
from God, in whoſe hand his breath is, and whoſe are all bu wayes 
Dan. 5. 23. Ir's ſtrange to ſee how the hearts of men ate lifred 
up with nothing! O ceaſe ye from Man : for wherein is he to be 
acconn ted of? 2. Me 


IF 


le that there is, and there it not Chance in tl Mo. 
>" pong there is, in reſpect of Second Cauſes: ( ſo ſomethings ; 

out kara Suqangiey AS our Saviour ſpeaks Luk. 10, 31.) but 
no Chance as to the firſt Cauſe, That piece of Aibeiſn, and 
Heatheniſw aſcribing ap 1 to Fortune and Chance, is hardly 
rooted out of the minds of men, that are or ſhould be better in- 
ſtructed and informed. The Philiftines when they were pla- 

ved, could not tell whether God had done it, or a meer Chance 
appened to them, 1 Sams. 6. 9. They underſtood not, that 

what was 4 Chance ts them, was ordered by the Providence 
God. Truth is, Chance is ſomething that falls out beſide the 
Scope, Intention, and foreſight of May, the Reaſon and cauſe 
whereof may be hid from him; and ſo it excludes the Counſel 
of Men; but it doth not exclude the Counſel and Providence of 
God; but is ordered and governed thereby. And it is ſo farre 
from being Chance to God, that there is as much (it not more) 
of the Wildom, and Will, and Power of God appearing in 
matters of Chance and Contingency, as in any other Events. 

3. We ſee bere ſomething of the Power, and Greatneſs, and Glo- 
75 of Ged appearing in his Efficiency, whereby He works all in all. 
As He is himſelf Independent, ſo all Things have an abſolute 
Dependence on Him. He gives Succeſs, or cauſeth Difap- 
point ment, as he pleaſeth. So that men are wholly: beholden 
to Him for all the good they enjoy: for Victory, for Bread, 
for Riches, for Favour and Acceptance, for all. Nothi 
comes to paſs without his Permiſſion, if it be moral Euilz wi- 
thout his Concurſe and cooperation, yea, Predetermination, if 
it be moral or phyfical Good, or penal Evil. In him wa live and 
move, and have our Being. The Counſels of the ableſt States- 
men, how rational ſoever, ſhall not proſper wit hout him: Mi- 
niſters, how ſufficient ſoever, pious, learned, induſtrious, zea- 
lous, ſhall convert no man, edify no mas, comfort & eſtabliſn 
ao man, without Him. 1 Coy. 3. 6, 7. Though Scholars ſtudy 
ee 
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God. The Merchant may trade, and project rationally, and 
yet ſhall nor grow rich upon it, unleſs God give him ſucceſs. 
It is God that maketh Zeboalun rejoice in his Going out, and Iſſa- 
char in his Tents that crowns the labours of Seamen, Mer- 
chants, and Husbandmen with Succeſs. Except the Lord build 
the Houſe, &. Pſ. 125. 1. Training Days, Artillery Days, thd 
of grear uſe, ahd very neceſſary; yer arc all in yain, unleſs the 
Lord bleſs, He muſt inſtruct, and teach, and accompliſh-youz 
otherwiſe the help of your expert Officers, and your own en- 
deavouts to learn War, will fignify nothing. And when vali- 
ant Souldiers come to fight; whatever Skill, an Strength, and 
Courage, and Conduct, and Advantages they have; yet they 
will be worſted, if the Lord do not give Succeſs, We ſhould 
learn hence to admire the Power and Greatneſs of God. It is a 
lamentable thing, that He that doth all, is thought to do no- 
thing! He can work without Means, by inſufficient Means; & 
blaſt the ableſt Inſtruments: and yet 1s little minded in the 
World. God gives forth a Challenge to Idols, Do good, if you 
can, er do evil. [{ai. 41. 23. It is God's Prerogative to do good 
or evil, i. e. not the evil of Sin ( which argues Defect and Im- 
potency; and comes not within the compaſs of Omnipotency 
to do it) but of Puniſpment. God only can give good, or a- 
ward bad Succeſs; and Rem ara; or Correct and puniſh his Crea- 
tures that way. I ho & he that ſaith (What Man or Angel?) & 
it cometh to paſs, when the Lord commanacth it not? Lam. 3. 37. 
O ſee, and adore the Greatneſs of God in this reſpect! He 
works all in all. | 
SE II. A word of Terrour io the Enemies of God, even all 
Tmpenitent & 7/nbelieving Sinners, Wo unto the Wicked, it 
ſhall be ill with him: for the Reward of his hands ſhall be given 
him. Iſai. 3. 11. Their Perſons, and Works, and Ways are in 
the Hand of God. Thi God whom they deſpiſe, diſobey, & 
rebell againſt, diſpoſeth of them, and all their Times and Chan- 
ces; And Who ever hardened himſelf againſt Him, and proſpered)? 
Job. 9. 4. Let me tell you bricfly, that either 1. Jos ſpall be 
n- 
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Dyproſperous men, that nothing ſhall ſucceed mel muh you, 2s it i 
ſaid of Coniabh, Write this man chilaleſi, or bereaved ( of Poſte- 
rity, Lands, and Goods) 4 man that ſhall not Proſper in his deys 
Jer. 22. 30, Or, 2. Tow ſhall proſper to your hurt. The Succeſ- 
ſes you have, ſhall undo you. A godly man may be unſucceſs- 
ful in the management of his Aſſairs; bur then his ill Succeſs 
ſucceeds well to him; humbles him, weans him from the 
World, does him good: his Soul preſpers by means of his un- 
proſperouſneſs: But your Succeſses and Proſperities make you 
proud, inſolent, hold to fin, hardhearted, atheiſtica), and more- 
rebellious againſt God; and further your eternaf Ruine, Job. 
21. 15. Becasſe they have no Changes ( but a conſtant, e- 
ven, uninterrupted courſe of Proſperity ) therefore they fear not 
God. Pſ. 55. 19. Or, you ſhall proſper, not for your own ſakes: 
but for the good of others, Fob: 25.16, 19: Prov. 13. 22. And: 
9. ew Iſſet of all your ways and actions, and the concluding 
Fvent that will befall you, if you perſevere in a courſe of Rebellion 
againſt Gd, will be moſt dreadfut. In this Life, one Event may 
happen to the Righteous, and the Wicked, Fel. 9.3. But the 
laſt general great Event that ſhall befall them, ſhaltbe very dif- 
ferent - for the event (hall be; that the Righteous ſhall be ſaved 
and the Wicked damnedi This hall be the portion of the cup 
of Impenitent wicked men, and the Event that shall be ordered 
out unto them by the Lord, that they shall be caſt, both Soul 
and Body, into Hell. He that determins all Events, will at laſt 
put a (ad Iſſue to the Proſperity of his Enemies. They muſk 
needs be very Unfortunate, & Unhappy men at laſt, that per- 
ſevere in Rebellion againſt Him that governs Time and Chance 
according to his Pleaſure. 
77S II. A word eſ ſingular Incouragement to the deat People 
of God, that have an Intereſt in God through Jeſus Chriſt, & nal t 
with Him according to the 7 enour of the Covenant of Grace. All 
your Times, and Chances, and Changes are in God's Hands; 
and all that befalls you, is under His Management, and of Hs 
Ordering, ang Diſpoſal. Thea, Say tothe Riphrcoms, it ſhall be 
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WELL with H: for le ball cat the fruit of l dung.. Iſa. 3. 
10. God will give you the Fruit, the Benefit, the Succeſs, the 
oed Event of all y our gracious Counſels, and Undertakings. 
fie that hath the Maſter and Ruler of Events on his Side; muſt 
certainly do well. Though you are weak, and inſufficient,.in 
your ſelves, to do Duty, to walk with God in your courſe, to 
refit Temptations: yet the Race is not to the Swift, nor Battel 
to the Strong: God can, and will proſper your ſincere Endea- 
vours, and give in ſuitable Tupplics of Strength and Grace, 1. 
40. 29, 30, 31. And though you have many Enemies; Sin, 
Satan, World; and may meet with much Oppoſition; yet God 
that hath all Iſſues and Events in his Hand, being on your Side, 
nothing shall do you real hurt, Nom. d. 31. Mou need not fear 
what Men, or Devils can do againſt you, ſeeing God that mana- 
ges the active power of the Creature, is for vou. They have no 
power, but what God gives and hands as He will, 70h. 19. 10, 
41. & He will not ſuffer them to do youreai hurt. Nothing 5hal 
ſeparate you from the Love of God in Chriſty, Rom. 9. 35 — 38. 
Nay, all adverſe Powers, though of greateſt ſufficiency to doe 
you hurt, and bent upon it; shall do you good, whether they 
will or no, Row. 8. 23. And you shall be ſure to conquer at laſt 
and have good Succeſs. Indeed you may at _ have ma- 
ny particular Deſigus and Undertakings, and be fruſtrated and 
ſuger diſappointment therein: but then, it is good for you to be 
aiflicted, croſſed, diſappeinted; and Unſuccefifulneſs is really 
beſt for you, & moſt conducive to the proſperity of your Souls; 
& you shall be ſure of good Succeſs, ſo far as Infinite Wiſdom 
ſees it to be good for you. And then however your pamicular 
deſigns and undertakings may be defeated; yet you have a ge- 
ner al Grand Deſign, that is paramount & predominanty which 
is Ihe everlaſting Emjoyment of God: and it you reach that, you 
are well enough, and as happy as you would be: and the Lord, 
who is the Lord of Time, and Diſpoſer of Events, and Gover- 
nour of his Creatures to their Ends, will not ſuffer you to be 
8 
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Joy Him for ever: This is matter of Comfort to. 
God inthe worſt Times; whenitis with them as with Facob, 
when he ſaid, All theſe Things are againſt me, Gen. 42. 36. 
when none on their Side, Refuge fails, and no Means appea- 
ring for them. And indeed the People of God in this Count 
have had great Experience of this. What Deliverances hat 
God commanded! When few, and weak, and low, and expo- 
ſed to the Rage of Enemies, God ſaid, Touch not my Anoimed, 
& din Prophets no harm. The Salvations of New- England 
have been moſt apparently by the Lord's Governing Time, and 
Chance. This or that Chance or Occarrent hath faln in in the ve- 
ry Nick of Time to prevent Ruine. It hath not been from the 
ſufficiency of the Awe of our Salvation, but from the 
All-ſofficiency of Ged, and His overruling Events wonderfullys 
Therefore let all that fear God, comfort themſelves with this 
Conſideration. And that you may take down, & be refreſhed 
with this Cordial, Conſider two Things. 1. Thet Events 
are not to be judged or concluded of beforchand, from the Aſpeits of 
Second Cauſes. As Aſtrologers conclude this or that ſhall hap- 

n, becauſe of this or that 4ſpe#, the ConjunRion or Oppo- 
Nein of Planets, and Poſiture of the Stars & heavenly Hegſes - 
ſo do Politicians from the proſpect whey rake of the Combina- 
tions and Confederacies, and various Aſpects of Second Cau- 
ſes. Hence alſo God's People are diſcouraged, when they ſee 
the World combine, and enter into Leagues & Confederacies 
againſt the Church, now they conclude they ſhall be a prey to 
their Teeth, and ſwallowed up. And Enemies are ready to In- 
ſult over the Curch, and to ſay as Pharaoh, I will purſue, I vil 
overtake, I will divide the ſpoil, &c. Exod. 15. 9. But this is a 
wrong way of judging; becauſe 7 ime and Chance happens, & 
God may turn all a quite other way. It was a good obſervati- 
on of Mr. Ceryl, When wicked men are neareſt their Hopes, god- 
ly men are furtheſt from their Fears; becauſe then uſually God 
de feats them; and their Inſolence, & Confidence engage Him 
to do it. 2. That the Determination of all Events, i is — 
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Hand of Ggd in Chriſt, or of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The Media- 
tor is at Gdd's right Hand, and hath all Power in Heaven, and 
Earth committed to Him; all Judgment, and the Command 
and Government of all Events. He governs Time and Chance. 
God is in Chriſt providentially ruling all Events; proſpeting, 
or blaſting all Affairs, as He will. It is the Man upon the 
Throne above the Firmament, that gives out his Orders, ac- 
cording to which the Living: Creatures (or Angels) move the 
wheels of Providence, as you may ſee in that excellent Scheme 
of Providence, which is drawn in the firſt Chapter of Exechiel. 
And it's well for Bclievers, that themſelves, and their works 
are in the Hand of Chriſt; and that all Events in the World are 
determined by Him. That Chriſt, whoſe Perſon you love, 
whoſe Ordinances you love; whoſe: Truth you love, whoſe 
Commands you love; whoſe Members you love; whoſe Ap- 
pearing you love: that Chriſt, that loveth yas a thouſand times 
more than you can love Vim, and loved you above his own 
Life, and will love you to Eternity, that Bleſſed Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt hath the managing of all Affairs, and of all your Con- 
cerns and Undertakings in his own Hands. And therefore we 
may conclude that He will do all-in favour of his Members, & 
it ſhall be well with them that fear God, Fccl. 8. 12, 
USE IV. Of Fxortation, in ſundry Particulars, 

1. Labonr to maintain an humble Senſe of your own Inſefficien- 
cy is accomplish any thing, even in that kind wherein you ſeem to 
be moſt ſufficient & beſt accompliched, Let worthy Magiſtrates 
in Conſultations for publick Good, Minifters, in their Mini- 
ſterial way; Scholars, in their way, and Souldiers, in their mi- 
litary capacity, walk humbly with God. Truly God hath pou- 
red Contempt upon our military Men, our Artillery men, and 
good Sculdicrs. New: Fngland hath gloried in theſe Things. 
Indeed, men of martial Spirits and Skill, ought to be encoura- 

ed; theſe Trainings and Exetciſes are very commendable, & 
y all means to be ſupported and countenanced: and it is pi y 


that as in other things, ſo in this, the good Old Spirit is ſo 
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much gone: Theſe are not Times wherein the Nations beat 
their dwords into Plough: ſhares, and their Spears into Pruning 
-hooks. War, in ſome caſes is lam fal, and at ſometimes weceſſ- 
2 3 and ſure then, Learning of War is ſo alſo. But I fear we 
have truſted too much in Sword and Bow, and gloried in our 
Numbers: in our Arms and Ammunition; in our Trainings, 
in our expert Souldiers: and the Lord hath shewn us, that all 
theſe things are nothing without his Bleſſing: and that unleſs 
the Lord watch the Town, keep the garriſon d Houſe, fight 
the Battel, all is in vain. We have ſcen that a deſpiſed & de- 
ſpicable Enemy, that is not acquainted with books of military 
Diſcipline, that obſerve no regalar Order, that underſtand not 
the Souldier's Poftares, and Motions, and Firings, and Forms of 
Bartel, that fight in a baſe, cowardly, contemptible way, have 
been able to rout, and put to flight, and deſtroy our valiant and 
good Souldiers. And ] muſt confeſs, that which determined 
my thoughts to this Text, was this very Conſideration. I 
kno v not whether my Diſcourſe upon it may ſeem ſo well le- 
yelled at the Occaſions of this Day: But I know it is very pro- 
per for the Times that have paſſed over us, and the Diſpenſa- 
tions thereof. And J hope the Gentlemen- Souldiers preſent 
will not blame any of us, if we cannot look upon their Trad» 
nings, and Artillery-Exerciſes with ſuch an Eye as formerly be- 
fore the Warre : nay they are to blame themſelves, if they do 
not lool bon them with another Eye themſelves, conſidering 
ho God hath humbled us in that reſpect. Whether my Di- 
ſcour ſe be pertinent to the Day or no, yer ſure I am, it is a Leſ- 
ſon God hath been teaching of us by many (ad Defeats & O- 
verthrows by a deſpicable Enemy, That the Battel is not to the 
Strong, er Expert, or Valiant; nor Succeſi always anſwerable 10 
the Swufficiency of Inſtruments ; but determined bythe Lord, orde- 
ring Time, & Chance according to His Pleaſure, Plain it is, 
that the Lord hath ſpoken this over & over in his Providence, 
and ir is very proper for the Diſpenſers of the Word to ſpeak ir 
after Him, & inculcate the ſame humbling Leſſon. Nothing's 
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more apparent, then that God's Defignat this day, is to hum- 
ble Magiſtrates, our worthy Patriots, to humble Miniſters, 
Churches, expert and valiant Military-men, Merchants, and 
Husbandmen, all ſorts of men amongſt us. Who ſees not that 
God's Deſign is to humble proud Nem- England? Therefore 
admit I beſcech you, an humbling Diſcourſe in an bumbling Time 
and ſuſſer this word of Exortation, the drift whercof is, not to 
diſcourage from the uſe of Means, or take off your edge from 
military Exerciſes; but to preſs you to get & keep a due Senſe 
of your own Inſufficiency in your ſeyeral Capacities, to do any 
Exploits, or accompliſh any good Purpoſes of your ſelves, 
And may there not be need of an bumbling Word on ſuch Days 
as theſe, when therTare ſuch Solemnities, and the Hearts of 
poor men are ready to ſwell, and heave & be puſſed up ſtrange- 
ly, with great Apprehenſions of themſelves ? Well, Be ſenſi- 
ble of your Inſugicicncy to effe& any thing, whatever your 
Wiſdom and Strength be: that you cannot of your ſelves, win 
the Race, or Bartel z get Bread, or Wealth, Deut. 8. 17, 18. 
build the Houſe, or keep the City, Pſal. 129.1,2. Truly we 
had need be pur in mind that we arc but weak, ſorry men, that 
cannot make our own Fortune; but muſt take what God orders 
Out to us, 

2. Depend abſolutely apon God for all the Iſſues and Succeſſes of 
your Aﬀairs & Undertakings, For you ſee the Determinaton of 
them is in His Hands. Though wicked men would ſhame the 
Counſel of the poor People of God ( deriding their Courſe in 
this reſpect) becauſe they have made God their Refuge (as ?/. 

14. 6.) yet be not you aſhamed of your Dependence upon 
God, nor either jecred, or affrighted and diſcouraged out of it. 
It makes for the glory of God, as well as your comfort, when 
you depend upon Him. Therefore, 1. Make ſore that al 
Jour Counſels and 7 ndertakings be Lawful and Good. Other- 
wiſe you cannot duly depend upon Him, and expect his graci- 
ous Concurrence . Indeed God may ſhine upon the Counſels, 
and way of the NM icted, in reſpect ot outward Profperity - _ 
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ſo He may give gow Succcels in wrath, & for your greater hurt, 
when your Undertakings are finfol : but — haye no Promiſe 
of his gracious Concurrenee in that Caſe, to ground Faith upon. 
( 2.) Do what your hand finds to de, with al your Might. At in 
the Verſe before the Text. Be not ſlothful, or neglective of 
Duty, becauſe of the uncertainty of Events. Though you have 
not the Iſſue in your own power, yet yougre to do your utmoſt 
towards the compaſſing of your lawful Deſigns. Do your du- 
ty, or you cannot expect God's Bleſſing, and his determining 
Events on your ſide, Great Complaints there have been from 
time to time of the neglect of theſe military Exerciſes, even by 
thoſe that have freely Liſted, & ſolemnly engaged themſelves 
to attend them and that ſuch Days arc ſpent away unprofita- 
bly, little done to any purpoſe; as if they were Days to meet 
on, to ſmoke, and carouſe, and ſwagger, and diſbonesy Ged with 
the greater Bravery & Solemnity. O make a Buſineſs of it, and 
nota Play. And in all your lawful undertakings, be ſerious & 
diligent. - Uncertaintic of Events ſhould not hinder from Duty 
and Diligence. Eccl, 11.6. 3. Renounce all Confidence in 
Creatures, er created Suthciency. 7 will not truſt in my Bow 
(_firhthe P(almiſt ) nor 5hall my Sword ſave me, Plal 44 6. 
Do not truſt in great Men (bey ata Lye, Fſal. 62. 9. ) Good 
Men, any Men, they are iy. Do not make flesh your 
Arm, nor lay too much weight upon the Ability of any Inſtru- 
ments. Do not bear too much upon the (ugiciency of Mini- 
lers to inſtruct, convince, convert, comfort and ediſie: for 
Paul himſelf was nothing, 1 Cor. 3. 6, 7 — 2 Cor. 12.11, Do 
not ſay, Wiſdom and ſirengrh are for the War ( as Ii. 36. 5. 
and therein we will truſt: For Events do not always fall out ac- 
cordingly. Let not the ſtrong man glory in his Strength, nor 
the wiſe man, in his Wiſdom, nor rich man, in his Riches, but 
in the Lord, Jer. 9. 23, 24. Do not truſt in your own Wit, 
Art, Strength, Courage, military Accompliſhments, Provi- 
ſions for War, Advantages, or any Sufficiencie you have. Do 
not truſt in any Qualifications you have, Natural or Acquired, 
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Civil or Spiritual. Do not truſt to the ſufficiencie of received 
habitual Grace. When God ſaid to Paul, My Grace is ſufficient 
for thee : He doth not mean habitual Grace only; but « 
efficacious, Aſſiſting Grace that the Lord was pleaſed 
him, the Epichoregia pneù matos, additional Supplies of the Spi- 
rit, and Inertated, as well as created Grace, which Paul was to 
truſt to, and ſo might glorie in his Infirmities, and depend up- 
on the Power of God that reſted on him, 2 Coy. 1 2. 9510. Do 
not truſt to your preview Diſpoſitions and Preparations, for a- 
ny Duty. It is not in him that wills, or runs. Take heed of 
Self- fullneſs, and a Spirit of Independenci in this reſpect. 
Self- Confidence, and Creature - Confidence are inconfiſtent 
with a due Dependence upon God. 4. Beg good Succeſſes, && 
Yes of your Vndertakings of God, in the Name of Teſus Chritt. 
t is one of the Characters of a good Souldier, A. 10. 2. and 
Tam ſure it is of a good Man, to be « Man of Prayer. It were 
well if all our Artillery and military Gentlemen were men of 
this Character. It is well if none of you have come forth to 
— 4 without ſolemn Prayer to God for his Bleſſing on the Oc- 
caſions and Services of this Day. Some read thoſe words Ji. 
36 5. Thou ſaiſt, ſurely Lip - lalour i Counſel & Strength ſuffici- 
ent for the Warre: As if Rabshakgh flouted good Hezehkiah for 
his Confidence in God, and for Aying that Prayer (which he 
ſcoffingly calls words of Lips, or Lip-labowy ) would be in ſtead 
of the beſt Policy, and Courage, and Preparations for Warre. 
But if this reading be ſome what forced, yet ſure it is, that all- 
though Prayer to God muſt not exclude the uſe of other Means 
(for how can a man pray in Faith, that doth not alſo uſe all due 
Means in his power?) to get the Victorie, and win the Day. 
Therefore when you come to theſe Exerciſes, beg military Skill 
of God: and when called forth to real Service, Succeſs of 
| Him. So in other Caſes, Prayer is one of the beſt Expedients. 
Our Saviour hath Inſtructed us to pray for our daily Bread. 
| Scholars ſhould beg a Bleſſing on their Studies. Jene Oriſoe 
a bene Studui ße. So for Favout & acceptance among 3 $ 
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beg ſo much as may put you into a better Capacity ts do the 
wk of your Mace, La ſerve your Generation. When Pal 
was to carry a liberal Contribution to the poor Saints at Je- 
yuſalem (which was like enough to be very welcome) He begs 
the Romans to ſtrive together with him in Prager, that his Ser 
vice might be accepted of the Saints, Rows. 15. 30, 31. Fray 
threefore inthe Name of Chriſt, for the good Succeſs of all 
your lawful Undertakings. Therein you will expreſs your De- 
pendence on God. 5. Ca# all the Care of Events & Iſiues of 
your Aﬀairs & V)ndertakings, onthe Lord, Uſe all the good 
Means in your Hand, and then leave Events quietly with God, 
on whom all the Iſſues of things depend. Commit your way to 
the Lord, and roll it off thy ſelf upon Him. Pſal. 37. 3. Lookto 
Him to direct thy paths to a good Iſſue. Prov. 3. 6* When you 
have done your Duty in the uſe of Means to compaſs your Jaw- 
ful Defigns, and recommended all to God by Prayer, then 
trouble your ſelves no further; but — your burden upon the 
Lord, Plal. 55. 22. 1 Pet. 5. 2. Take that Counſel, Phil. 4* 6. 
It is our work to take care our Dutie be done, and the Lord's 
work to take the care of Events. It was a brave Speech of that 
gallant Souldier, though none of the beſt Men, Fob I mean, 
when he had ſet his Men in battel aray, and uſed all the Skill & 
Policie he could, Be ef good Courage, and let ws play the Men, for 
our People, and forthe Cities of our God: and the Lord de that 
which ſcemeth Him good. 2 Sam. 10. 12. We muſt not govern 
the World, nor encroach upon God's Prerogative ( which is 10 
diſpoſe of Events) by taking the care of them upon our ſelves. 
Be poor and weak in your own Eyes, and commit your ſelves & 
Concernments to Him. d. When you have thus done, then 
Believe ftedfaſtly that the Lord will give you a goud 1ſiue of your 
Undertakings, Though not that which you may deſire; yet 
that which is beſt for you. When you have greateſt Senſe of 
our own Inſufficiencie, and the weakneſs of Means; yet be- 
ieve this, and depend upon Him for it according to his Pro- 
miſe, wich whom it is all one to ſave by many, or few: weak, 
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of ſtrong: to Convert and ediſie by weak,or able Miniſters; to 
feed his Children, and male them look fair and fat, with Pulſe 
and mean fare, as well as with royal Painties. This Depen- 
ding upon God, excludeth Freſumption on one hand; Deſpuir 
Diſcouragemens on the other. And He that in the Senſe of 
hisown Inſufſiciencie, truſts in the Power and Grace of God, 
may ſay as Paul, Whew I am week, then am 1 ſtrong. 2 Cor. 12, 
10. Oh then! Let us depend upon God, with whom are the 
Iſſues of all Aﬀairs. Ler our Honourable Rulers depend upon 
Him, in the management of publick Affairs: Let Miniſters de- 
on God, without whom they cannot Inſtruct the Ignorant 
enlighten the Dark, convince the Obſtinate, awaken the ſe- 


cure Sinners, convert and bring any Souls to Chriſt, gather 


Iſrael, edify and build up the Faithful in the knowledg & faith 


of Goſpel Myſteries, and in the Graces and Conlolations of 


the Spirit. Let Merchants depend on God for proſperous Voy 
- ages, and good Succeſs in their Trade and Commerce: Let 
Husbandmen depend upon God for their Bread & Livelihood 


more than upon their own Labours, and the Fruitfulneſs of the 


Ground. God inſtructs the Husbandman. Iſa. 28. 26. and 
bleſſeth his Labours; and can ſoon blaſt them, as the experience 
of many Years hath ſadly taught us. Let Scholars depend up- 


| on God for Learning, more than upon their Books, or Tutors, 


or Parts and Induſtric, or any other Advamages. Let milita- 
ry Men learfi to depend upon God. 7he Lord 6.4 Man of Warr. 
Exod. 15. 3. He gives military Skill, and other Accompliſh- 
ments, and Succeſſes alſo in their S ryices and hazardous Un- 
dertakings. Let us all learn this Leſſon, to depend upon the 
Lord, that orders out all Succeſſes & Events according to His 
Pleaſure. 4 18 | 

3.  Duely Acknowledge God in all Sweceſſes & Events; and in 


all F * & Diſoppointments.  -- 
Firſt, Ac tn edge God in all good Succeſſes and Events, ſo as 


to he Thankful to Him for them. Whatever your own Suffici- 
encie may be, ycracknowledge God thankfully, as if you —— 
en 
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been wholly Toſufficient: for your Sufficiencie is of God, and 
He could have diſappointed notwithſtanding. The ground of ? 
our Unthanlcfulneſs for all good Iſſues and Events of Affairs 
and Undertakings, is, becauſe we do not ſee the good Hand of 
God diſpenſing all to us. We make too inte of God, and too 
much of our ſelves; either by thinking we deſerve better than 
God hath done for us ( Hence a proud Heart is never thankful 
to God or Man) or by thinking we have done all, or more 
than we have done, toward the getting of this or that Mercy. 
We put our ſelves too much in the place of God; as if it were 
in our power to make our Endeavours Succeſsful, and to give a 
good Effect and Iſſue to them, according to e Defire. We 
get up into God's Throne, and uſurp upon his Prerogative, and 
aſſume that which is p@wliar to Him, when we preſume we 
can bring any thing to paſs, or do any ching ſuccelifully:in our 
Own ſtrength. If we make our ſelves the only and abſolute 
ri Canſes of our good Succeſs; no marvel we make our ſelves 
the 1a# End alſo, and deny God the glorie. O do not aſcribe 
ood Succeſs to your on Wit, and Parts, and Policy, and In- 
uſtrie, and ſay, my Nimbleneſs hath won the Race; my 
Conduct and Courage hath won the Battel; my Wiſom hat 
gotten me this Bread my Underſtanding hath heaped up this 
Wealth; my Dexteritie, and Skill, and Complaiſance, and a- 
recable Converſation hath procured me the Fayonr of Rulers 
or People; my Parts or Study hath given me this Learning. 
Say not with the Vapouring Aſſyrian, By the Srength of My | 
Hand I have done it, and by My Wiſdom : for I am Pradent. Iſa. 
10. 13. Let not this be ſo much as the ſecret Languge of your 
Hearts. Say not, as Nebuchadnezzar, This is great Babylon, 
which I have built, and ſo derogate from God that works all in 
all; left He turn you a grazing, as He did him, with the Beaſts 
of the Field, and teach you better Manners by ſome ſevere 
Correction. Do not S aerifice to your own Nets, and burn Incenſe 
to your Prags; as if by them your portion were fat, and meat plen- 
feos (Hab. 1. 16.) but aſcribe all to God. There is that deep 
| Wic- 


Wickednefs in the Hearts of Men, that if they get any thing 
by any Fraud, and crafty fetches, and overteaching of their 
Brethren, in a finful way, they will be too readie to attribute 
$hat to the Providence and Bleſſing of God, and ſay, it was 
God's Providence that caſt it in upon them; when they have 
been crafcily and ſinfully deſigning it, and bringing it about: 
but when they have gotten any thing honeſtly, by their Wiſdom 
and Prudence, and Induſtrie, they are too ready to forget Pro- 
vidence, and aſcribe all to themſelves. See the Evil of this, 
and remember that no People in the World have greater cauſe 
of Thanł fulneſs than we have to God, whe hath governed 
Time and Chance on our behalf marycllouſly. O Bleſs Him 
for good Succeſs, not only when you cannot but acknowledge 
your own 7nſufficiency; but alſo — — have apprehenſions 
of the greateſt Safficiency of Second Cauſes. And Bleſſed for 
ns be the Lord who hath Pleaſure inthe Proſperity of bis Servams, 

„35. 27. 

Secondly, Acknowledge God alſo in al your Fruſtrations and 
Diſappoimiments, ſo as 10 a. hu Defoe and Diſpenſations to- 
werds you in 4 gracious manner. e have met wih manie 
Diſappointments in the late Warre, and in other reſpects. We 
ſhould ſee God in all. When He blaſts our Cora, defeats our 
Souldicrs, frowns upon our Merchants, and we are diſappointed, 
now acknowledge the Hand of God, Ordering Tine, and 
Chance according to his Good Pleaſure. Juſtifie God in all, 
and bear ſuch Fruſtrations patientlie. When you have done 
jour Dutic, be quiet, though the Event doth not anſwer your 
Endeayours, and Hopes. Take heed of quarrelling at G O D's 
Diſappointments. Do you know V Vhom you have to do with? 
1 w4s dumb, I opened not my mouth; becauſe Thou didſt it. Plal. 
89.9. If we look at faultic Inſtruments, or at meer Chance 
onely, we ſhall be apt to murmur, It is the obſervation of 
One, That the Reaſon, why men are more apt to fly out into Cur- 
ſings and Blaſphemies for their bad Luck ( as they call it) in 
thoſe Unlawful Games of Cards, and Dice, than in other Exer- 
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Ales, that art governed by Art and Skill. ariſeth parily from the ve- 
ry nature of theſe Games: ones. when they have tried their Lot or 
Chance over and over, and their ExpetFation i deceived, they 
think that that Power that governs the Lot or Chance, is Adverſe 
yo them. They cannot blame their own Art or Skill, when no Art 
can infallibly determine the Event; but curſe their bad 
Fortune. And if we look at Diſappointments, as our bad Fer- 
tune and Chance onely, looking no further, we ſhall be apt to 
fret and quarrel : but if we do indeed ſee God ordering our 
Lot for us, it _ and ought to ſilence us. When Magiſtrates 
have done their Duty, according to the Law of God, and of 
the Country, and endeavoured faithfully to give check & ſtop 
to the Inundation of Prefaneneſß and Hereſy ; and yet the bad 
Genius of the Times, and degenerous Humour of the People, 
and this or that Emergency happens, that fruſtrates the Succeſs 
of their Counſels and Endeavours; truly they may fir down 
and mourn indeed; but yet humbly. ſubmit ro the All-diſpo- 
fing Providence of God: When Miniſters have laboured 
faithfully, and yet Iſrael is not gathered, and their Labours 
ſeem tobe in vain, not ſucceſsful. in- converting Sinners; they 
may ns in fecrct indeed; but yet patiently bear the Lnſuc- 
ceſsfulneſs of their Miniſtry from the Hand of God. When 
Souldiers have ſhewed themſelves valiant, and faithful, and 
done what they can; and yet are worſted: They muſt acknow- 
ledge God's Hand in it, and that tha Bastel is the Lord's. 1 Sam. 
17. 47, who governeth the Warre, and deter mins the Victory 
on what fide He pleaſeth. All men have Briars and Thorns 
ſpringing up in the way of their Callings, as well as Husband- 
men; and meet with Difficulties and Croſſes therein. Get 
the Spitit David had 2 Sam & 5. 25, 26. and ſo acknowledge 
God in every thing. as to ſubmithumbly to his Diſpoſals, e- 
ven when they arc Adverſe, and croſs io your De ſiics and Ex- 

Rarions. 

Thirdly, Be always Prepared for Diſapprintments, Do not 
promiſe your ſelves Succeſs from the Sufficiency of Second 
Cauſes: God may determine otherwile, y ſbould be fore- 
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warned and forentmed, that we may net\.,Feviacthes (1 Pet: 
4. 12.) ſtrange at it when it comes topals, or be dejected and 
diſcouraged. Events are not in the Creatures power. The 
Lord ſometimes diſappoints men of greateſt Sufficiency, over- 
rules and controlls their Counſels and Endeavours, and blaſts 
them ſtrangely. Time and Chance happens to them, If A- 
dam had ſtood 3 though he would not have had the Determi- 
nation of Events & Succeſſes in his own handy yet God would 
have determined them for him according to his hearts - deſite⸗ 
and he ſhould never have been diſappointed. But ſince the 
Fall, as no Man hath _— to determine Events ( which is 
God's Prerogative ) fo it is juſt with God that every man 
ſhould meet with Croſſes and Diſappointments; and this is 
the Fruit of the Curſe, under which all natural menly : and 
as for the People of God; h they are delivered from the 
Curſe oß the Haw, in the Fermality of it; ſo that nothing be- 
falls them 4 « Curſe, how croß ſoever it be: yet they are not 
yet abſolutely delivered from the Matter of the Curſe, as ap- 


* the Afflictions they meet with, and Death it ſelf. And 
n 


ndeed it makes ſometimes for the glory of God, to —.— 
Men of greateſt Abilities. When men do not ſee and own 
God; but attribute Succeſs to the Sufficiency of Inſtruments, 
It's time for God to maintain his own Right ( as Dr. Preſtan 
ſpeaks) and ſhew that He gives,or denies Succeſs, according to 
His own goodPleaſure:God is much ſeen in Controlling the ah- 
kſtApents,& blaſting their Enterprizeszyea more, many times, 
than in backing them, & bleſſing their Endea vours in an ordi- 
nary Courſe of Providence. Herein the Wiſdom of God is much 
ſeen. It is beſt, ſometimetimes, itſhould be ſo, with reſpect 
to God's Int'reſt and Glory. - Flis: Power alſo appears in gi- 
ving Check to the Ableſt Inftruments, and turning all their 
Defigns another way than they Intended. His {#45 alſo 
to his People, is ſeen herein; for it is beſt for them, in A9 5 
Caſes, to be deſeated and diſappointed. His Juſlice allo 
appears herein? in his correcting and puniſhing; the Sulf. cog- 
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fdent, finful Creature with unexpected Diſappointments. 


So that it is our Wiſdom, ts look for Changes and Chances, 
ſome Occurrents and Emergencies that may blaſt our Under- 
takings, that Faith and Prayer may be kept a going, and leſt 
if ſuch Fruſtrations befall us une xpectedly, we either fly out 

ainſt God, or faint and ſink in Diſcouragements. At the 
Fel going out of our Forces, in the beginning of the Warre, 


what great 1 were there of ſpeedy Succeſs and 


ending of the Warre; that it was but going and ring, 
and the Enemy would be faced down: As if the firſt News 
from our Souldiers ſhould be, Yenimw, /Vidimue, Vicimus. 
And ſeveral times after, great probability of concluding that 
unhappy War; and yet all diſappointed, contrary to Expecta- 
tion. VVhen there is therefore greateſt Probability of Suc- 
cels, yet remember there may be Diſappointment z and pro- 
vide for it, that you may not be ſurpriſed thereby. This may 
be good Counſel to men of projecting Heads, that are wont 
to Eber confident that they ſee their way farre before them: 
but they do not know what 7ime and Chance may happen: 
This may check the Confidence of Man, and teach us not to 
promiſe our ſelves great Things, or build upon this or that E- 
vent or Enjoyment᷑ for time to come. Labour to be prepa- 
red and provided for Diſappointments. 

Fourthly, Ptar God, and Keep Hu Commandments. This 
is the Concluſion of the whole matter ( ſaith Solomon, Eccl. 
12. 13.) the Concluſion of the Book, and may be very well 
drawn from the words of my Text in ſpecial, and ſhall be the 
Conclufion of my Diſcourſe _ it, Fear God, and Keep Hu 
Commandments. Oh! Fear God, that is the Lord of Time, 
and Governour of Chance, and Diſpenſer of all Events and 
1185 and be ſure to pleaſe Him ina Courſę of Evangelical 

decience. God hath the Care of Events, and we muſt 
leave that to Him: but our Care muſt be to do our Duty. And 
To Fear God, and Keep His Commands, « the whole Daty of Man. 
VVho would not fear Thee, O King of Nations? Jer. 10. 7. 
5 F 2 The 
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The Lord governs Nations and Kingdoms, all the Affairs 
and Enterprizes of the Sons of Men: All their Lives, and 
Souls, and Eſtates, and VVays are in His Hand : And He 
can diſpoſe of them, not onely for preſent, but for Eternity, as 
He pleaſes. All the Events that befall them, are ordered and 
governed by Him, Therefore be inthe Fear of the Lord all 
the day long, and walk worthy of the Lord unto all well-plca- 
ſing. If your ways pleaſe God, your Enemies ſhall be at peace 
with you, or do you no hurt, if they would; but good, whe- 
ther they will or vo. Obedience is the beſt way to Proſperi- 
ty. Dest. 25. 9. The Lord takes Pleaſure in the Proſperity of 
his Servants, Pſal. 35. 27, This was God's Promiſe to Jo- 
ſhuah, Joſh. 1. 8. While you are with God, God will be with 
you. 2 Cbron. 15. 2. and then you ſhall have Things proſper 
under your hands, as Ges, 39. 23. Every thing ſhall befriend 
you. Whilſt Slams trode in the Steps of his Father, and 
walked in the Law of God; and neither practiſed /dolatry, 
nor gave any Countenance, or Allowance, or Toleration there 
: unto, There was no Adverſary, wor evil Occurremt, or Chance - 
for it is the ſame word with that in my Text: 1 King. 5. 4. 
When he forſook the Law of God, the Lord. ſtirred up . 
Adver ſaries againſt him. While he was with God, his Af: 
fairs proſpered, and were attended with good Succeis and a 
Bleffing. So it was with Reforming /Hezekiah, 2 * 4 18. 5, 
6,7. 2 Chron. 31-20, 21. He truſted iu the Lord. def IFa- 
el, ſo that after him was none like him among 4d the Kings of Ju- 
dah, nor any that were before him For he clause to the Lord, and 
departed not from following Him; but kept hus Commandments 
which the Lord commanded Moſes. And the Lord, was with him, 
and he P HOSI ER E D whitherſeever. he, went, farth +, 8c. 
Otherwiſe, how ſhould men expect to, Proſper ?. 2 Cron. 34. 
20. — Why ee the Commandments the Lord, # 7 
annot Proſper? 82 have forſaten the Lord, He 22 21. 
orſaken jou. We find generally that when Rulers 19 
plewalked in Gad/s Laws and kept in with Him, their ls 
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proſpered matyellouſly: when they departed from God, no? | 


thing proſpered with them; unleſs it were to their hardening, 
and Ruine. And the Lord keeps the ſame Tenour of Di- 
nſations (for the Subſtance ) unto this day, Oh therefore! 
et us all account it our beſt Policy, as it is our Daty, to pleaſe 
God, that hath the abſolute Diſpoſal of us, and all our Af- 
fairs. And let it be the Care of our military Men, that they 
do not make Days, of Training, and Preparation for Warre 
and real Service, Days of Provocation to God. Pleaſe God, 
if yon would engage Him on your Side, to govern Time and 
Chance to your Advantage. Take heed of making God your 
Enemy in the days of your Peace and of ſuch Solemnities, by 
ſpending them away Idly and Unprofitably, by any unworchy 
Behaviour; by Intemperance, by exceſſive Drinking (a Sin 
grown too much in Faſhion with the Generation that is riſ 
up; L wiſh I might not ſay, with many looſe Church- Mem- 
bers) by idle, rotten, unſavoury Communication, or by any 
other way of Debauchery, and Proyocation : fo as to diſarm 
your ſelves, to make you naked, to lay you open to the Stroke 
of. Divine Vengeance, and to render you Unproſperous and 
Unhappie men in all your Undertakings., It is a Shame and 
a ee: how loch Days as theſe are many times ſpent 
to the Diſhonour of God, and the unſpeakable Prejudice of 
the Souls of Men; as well as other Daies of Solemnitie on o- 
ther Accounts. I beſeech you, look to your ſelves, and do 
not make Warre upon God this Day, nor ren «pon the thick 
Boſſes of His Bucklers, Job, 15-25, 26. Do not diſhonour 
and diſpleaſe Chriſt, that is God the Father's Viceroy in the 
World, and governs all Affairs. , If yau croſs Him, and (to 
ſpeak after the manner of Men) diſappoint Him of his Expe- 
ations concerning you (as the Lord hath great Expectati- 
ons of ſuch a People, ſo Circumſtanced) He will have his 
Time to meet with you, and to crols you in your Defigns, 
and to give you Shame, and Diſappointment. I delight not 
in any pedantick, inſipid, trifling Alluſions, below the Gravi- 
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y of a Sermon: but I cannot better expreſs what T would, 
an in your own ordinary Phraſes, You Gentlmen of the 
Artillery, and Militia , Fave to yowr Leader; or in the Apo- 
file's words, Look unto Jeſus, Heb. 12.2. And follow your 
Leader, your Commander in Chicf, the Caprain of the Hoſt 
of the Lord, Jeſb. 5. 14. the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in holineſs of 
Converſation, He was no Glutton, no Wine-bibber, no 
looſe and vain Companion of Sinners; though blaſphemouſ- 
ly charged with it by his malignant Enemies. He was the 
reateſt EXAMPLE that ever was, or will be in the 
orld, of Sobriety, of Gravity, of Seriouſneſs and Diligence 
in his Work, of prudent and proſperous Management of his 
Afiirs ( Iſa. 52. 13.) of ſayoury, gracious Communicati- 
on, and holy Converſation, Learn of Him, and follow His 
Example, and yeu ſhall be Proſperous Men indeed: Yea, 
let us all take this Counſel and Courſe. Nes England hath 
Enemics enough on Barth, and in Hell: wo to us if we make 
Godin Heaven our Enemy alſo, The Lord help us to fear 
Him, & keep His S ments, aud tben we need not be afraid 
of evil Tidings, or fillattous about Events and Ives of Things : 
For «ll the Paths of the Lord ſhalt be Merey and Truth to a, and 
Goodneſs and Mercy ſhall follow us all aur Days : and thũ we know, 
that it ſhall be well with them that ſear God. 


FINIS. 


Advertiſement. 


Here is now in the Pref a Treatiſe entituled Covenent- 

Keeping, the way 10 Bleſſedne/s, being ſeveral Sermong 

Preached from FS. AE. CITI, XVII, XVIII. by the Reves 
rend Mr. Samuel Willard. l 


